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apprehension blew over Europe and took its material
form in the revival of the life of asceticism and
monasticism in many parts of Europe, particularly Italy,
and in the increase of the authority of the Church and
the consolidation of its spiritual domination. When
the year one thousand came, many societies were seized
with a sort of general terror and it is reported that many
people hastened to the summits of mountains, some
of them entrusting their wealth to the monasteries.
These dreadful clouds had hardly cleared from the
horizon of Europe than the Church derived from them
a new force, and the vaults of monasteries were filled
with treasures and objects of value. The second
chance for the Church to strengthen its influence and
its dominion on the dark societies of Europe was in
urging Europe to go to the plains of the East to wage
the wars of the Crusades.
In the Crusades the Church diffused its spiritual
legends in the minds of the populace, nay, in the minds
of the knights and nobles. A torrent of Christians
flowed to the East, apparently "to save the Holy
Sepulchre and Jerusalem, to die as martyrs, attain
paradise and be purified of all sin," and in fact to help
the Church to consolidate its dominion and repulse
the threatening danger of Islam. The torrent of Islam
foreshadowed at that time the invasion of Europe from
Anatolia by the Seljukes and from Spain by the
Almoravides. Thus religious legends had their deep
influence in those great barbaric wars.
The legend of the expected Mahdi occupied an
important place in Muslim theology. It is strange
that it continued to be even in the most brilliant ages
of Islam an endless source of prophecy and contro-
versy. We have seen that it was dealt with even by
philosophers, such as Al-Kindi. But the great thinker,
Ibn Khaldun, treats the legend in a guarded manner
and is content with citing different versions about
it, leaving confirmation and denial to the theologians,